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Agenda

• Call for Planning Grant Overview

• Presentation of Vinnova's Focus Areas

• Vinnova's National Contact Points for Horizon Europe

• Presentation of EU SME Support 

• Questions & Answers



Briefly about Planning Grant

For those planning to apply for funding for a research and 
innovation project in an international call

Provides an opportunity to further develop and strengthen your 
project application for a published international call

Aims to enhance the conditions for more internationally 
competitive applications with Swedish participation
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Time Line 2025

 Applications not meeting formal requirements will be rejected without assessment.
 Once we have assessed all applications, decisions of approval or rejection will be announced. 
 Our ambition is to announce the decisions no later than 4 weeks after the closing dates.



 Developing the project idea and application for an international call

 Strengthening the consortium's composition and collaboration

 Strengthening the scientific or technical basis (POC, prototyping)

 Strengthening the business case (IPR, business plan)

 Consultant costs when needed (writing consultants max 75 000 SEK)

What can be funded?



 Planning projects not aiming to submit an application for 
a published international call

 Main project focusing only on basic research

 Applications for Eureka programs, such as Eureka 
Eurostars

What can not be funded?



Who can apply?

• Research institutes

• Public sector

• Academic actors

• Civil Society

• Small and medium sized
enterprises (SMEs)



How much can you
apply for?
< 300 000 SEK Project partner

< 500 000 SEK Coordinator for 
project with at least three actors 
from three different countries

< 80% of the total eligible costs 
of the planning project



Organisations

• Alla parties are legal 
entities

• Coordinating part must be 
Swedish

• Foreign actors can not apply
for grant

Project

• Project Manager employed
by coordinating part

• Duration max 12 months

• Completion within a week
after the International Call 
closes

• Max 75 000 SEK for writing
consultation

Application

• Follow instructions

• Direct link to the published
International Call

• Written in Swedish or 
English

• Max 80% of total eligible
costs can be funded

• For companies: signed de 
minimis aid

Formal eligibility requirements



A special International Initiative

Samarbeten



• Fill in the application in our e-service

• Mandatory attachment for companies:
• A signed certificate of De Minimis Aid

• Optional attachment:
• Supplementary graphic material

• Complete and submit in good time!

How do you apply?



• Strengthening Sweden's international 
competitiveness through research and 
innovation that drives the transition to 
sustainable, resilient, and circular value
chains.

• Sweden shall take a leading position in the 
development of sustainable value chains
within the planet's boundaries, with positive 
effects on the environment and public 
health.

We need: 

• Knowledge and technological leadership,

• Industrial synergy,

• Symbiosis between different industries,

• Groundbreaking research and innovation,

• Competence provision,

• Capacity to accelerate sustainable 
transformation through system innovation.

Sustainable industry, Sustainable production



Fig. from Leeuvis et al. How food systems change (or not): governance implications for system transformation processes (2021)

Food System



Advanced Digitalisation is a Swedish 
research and innovation program that
promotes digital transformation and 
innovation within the industry through:

• AI 

• Electric flexibility

• Digital infrastructure

• Competence development

6G - Contribute to Sweden's position as a 
leading nation for research and innovation 
in wireless systems and increase our
competitiveness in 6G.

Digitalisation and 6G within Vinnova



Health & Life Science 
Vinnova is focusing on innovation that
enables people to live longer and healthier. 
We are investing in following program, 
among others:

• Horizon Europe Cluster 1 health

• Innovative Health Initiative

• European Partnership for Personalised
medicine 
(EP PerMed)

• European Rare Diseases Research 
Alliance (ERDERA)

• Transforming Health and Care Systems 
(THCS)

• Mission Cancer

• EIC

Collaborate internationally in health | Vinnova



National Contact Points (NCP)

National EU-node
National Contact Points

NCP

Information from SE system to EC
via NCP networks, experts and PC

Answers questions on Horizon Europe

Helps to find matching calls and topics

Legal and financial advice

Spreads information

Strategic advice



Swedish NCPs:
https://www.vinnova.se/m/horisont-europa/kontakt/

All NCPs:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/
opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp



EU SME support
Short introduction



Ourgoal
• ... is to increase the number of successful

• applications for financial support from
• EU framework programs, for Swedish small and medium sized enterprises.





EU SME support



Horizon Europe

European Innovation Council

EIC Pathfinder

EIC Transition 

EIC Accelerator

Innovation Fund

Eurostars (Eureka)

Programmes



Actual system proven in operational environmentTRL 9
System complete and qualifiedTRL 8
System prototype demonstration in operational environmentTRL 7
Technology demonstrated in relevant environmentTRL 6
Technology validated in relevant environmentTRL 5
Technology validated in labTRL 4
Experimental proof of conceptTRL 3
Technology concept formulatedTRL 2
Basic principles observedTRL 1
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Decision to 
Apply

Succesful 
Application

Start of 
Project End of Project

Writing workshop Pitch workshop

Contracts
& Agreement

Registration
Administration 

& Reporting

Auditing & 
Finishing workApplication Draft

feedback

Seminars

Meet-ups

Advice & 
FeedbackWe provide support 

throughout the
entire project process!

Workshops 
& Events



How can I find partners for
projects?



Close collaboration with Enterprise Europe Network
(EEN)

Partner matchmaking service

Search for partners for R&D&I and 

business development for SMEs

Public database: EEN Match



Contact the Helpdesk via 
eusme.se/kontakt

Check out our calendar on 
eusme.se/kalendarium

Follow us on LinkedIn®!
www.linkedin.com/company/eusmesupport



More information about the call at:

Planning grant for international proposal 
2025 | Vinnova



Questions? a | Vinnova
Jennika Gill Noltorp

Call responsible
jennika.gillnoltorp@vinnova.se

Camilla Sjörs

Food system
camilla.sjors@vinnova.se

Caroline Ekstrand

Health/ Life Science
caroline.ekstrand@vinnova.se

Lars Resman

Sustainable Industry/ Production
lars.resman@vinnova.se

Gustaf Kylberg

Digitalisation
gustaf.kylberg@vinnova.se

Frédéric Pillot

6G
frederic.pillot@vinnova.se

Maria Mützell

Administrative Questions
maria.mutzell@vinnova.se

Technical support

helpdesk@vinnova.se

Pontus von Bahr

Health/ Life Science
Pontus.vonbahr@vinnova.se

Contact for Horisont Europa | Vinnova



Thank you!

company
/vinnova

/vinnovase/vinnovasevinnova.se


